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This story has been written in the style of a story telling method called ‘Godly Play’. This has a particular and 
careful structure. Usually it is best to have attended a Quaker Life Children and Young People’s team Godly 
Play training day before using this way of working so the story is accompanied by simple but precise 
guidance. Please read it carefully. Practice in using the script and story equipment is essential – it will 
produce a little more confidence and also help the story ‘flow’ when delivered. There are 3 kits for this story 
available to borrow from the Quaker Life Children and Young People’s team. Please contact the team on 
0207 663 1013 or at bevelies@quaker.org.uk . Please book a kit at least one month before it is needed as a 
loan agreement has to be sent and returned before kit can be sent. Look out for Godly Play training days in 
2012 – they will be advertised on the Children and Young People’s web pages under training and in the 
Journeys in the Spirit newsletters. To read more about Godly Play go to: www.godlyplay.org.uk  
 

 

General guidance and resources: 
 

• The storyteller should read the story through and practice when to pause or emphasise and when to use 
the fabric and props. 

• The fabric and other simple props are very important. The story is not an historical account. It is intended 
to offer images, ideas and situations that encourage imagination, personal engagement, wondering and 
individual response. It is not meant to be easy to listen to. 

• Lay out a table or tables with creative equipment (pens, pencils, coloured paper, card, crayons, pastels, 
scissors, a range of boxes, paints, PVA glue, glue pens, pipe cleaners, lollipop sticks and drinks stirrers for 
example). 

• Have someone to act as doorkeeper to welcome people to the story. This could be a child with an adult. 
• The storyteller should position her or himself on the floor or on a cushion in the room being used for the 

story with the equipment next to or near them on the floor, a table or a chair.  
• Wait until everyone is settled. 
• The storyteller does not have eye contact with those who have come to listen – she or he should focus 

downwards as if in a centred or meditative position; in a way it is a meeting for worship for storytelling. Eye 
contact is restored for the opening ‘are you ready’ and the ending ‘wondering questions’. 

 
 

 

Equipment and preparation 
for telling the story:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• The Universe cloth - a 2-3 yard length of dark blue or black velvet or 
velvet style cloth that is folded or rolled ready. 

• Shiny cardboard stars – 24 or so from stationary or arts shops. 
•  The Earth fabric - a yard of blue satin style fabric & a yard of white 

satin style fabric that is folded or rolled ready.  
• Copies or plaques of the 3 pictures of earth & plants, swimming, 

winged and legged creatures ( pictures at  the end of this page). 
• The War fabric - several strips of yellow and bright red satin style fabric 

about 3 inches wide and 2 feet long.  
• The Ground and water pollution paper dots - a good handful of the 

paper dots from hole punches. 
• The Air Pollution fabric - several strips of pale grey satin style fabric 

about 3 inches wide and 2 feet long. 
•  ‘Things that go bump in the night’ boxes - 3 plain boxes with lids (shoe 

boxes or gift boxes from art or gift shops). 
• ‘About 24 small  wooden Godly Play or other simple plain figures 
• Put the ‘war fabric’ in one box, the ‘air pollution fabric’ in another and 

the ‘ground and water pollution’ dots in the third. 
• Have the ‘people’ in a little box, tray or basket. 
• If you can, have all the equipment in one, or two, baskets for ease of 

carrying - it also looks a bit more special. 
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Movement  Words 

Have a doorkeeper to greet 
people  as they come in. 

 

Be sitting ready.  

Once everybody is settled gaze 
around the group and ask: 

‘I am going to tell you a story. Are you ready for the story?’ 

                                         Say: 

Go to where you have the story 
equipment – on a table, shelf or 
nearby on the floor.  

Bring the story equipment to 
where you are sitting.  

Pause. 

‘Watch where I get the story from because you may want to get the story 
yourself later on.’ 

Bring out the dark blue or black 
velvet. Unroll or unfold it 
horizontally in front of you. Say: 

Pause.                                Say: 

Carefully and with reverence, 
place the stars all over the cloth 
– leave a clear space in front of 
you. When you have laid them 
all down sit back for a moment 
and look around at all the stars 
that you have laid down. Move 
your hand over the array of 
stars, saying: 

 

‘This is the universe before anything else was made. It is a beautiful, 
empty place. There is nothing here, nothing at all.’ 

‘After a long, long time, stars, suns, of all sizes, began to appear in the 
universe.’ 

 

 

 

‘The stars across the universe are wonderful.’ 

                             Go on to say: ‘Now, after more time, somewhere in the universe, something began to 
happen.’  

Pick up the pale blue satin. Swirl 
it onto the cloth into a rough 
half-circle. Do the same with the 
white satin to make a circle like 
a swirly planet with the blue 
cloth.                               Say: 

 

 

 

‘A beautiful planet began to be made – the blue is the water and the white 
is the sky and clouds. This is our fragile earth. 

Hold up and show the earth and 
tree plaque or picture.         Say: 

‘More time passed and there began to be land. Plants started to grow.’ 

Hold up and show the fish and 
the flying things plaque or 
picture.                               Say: 

‘Then, after a long time, there were creatures that lived and swam in the 
water – not just fish but all kinds of things;  there came  all sorts of 
creatures that flew – not just birds but all sorts of things with wings 

                  Pause and then say 
Hold up and show the plaque or 
picture of humans and animals. 

‘…and then finally, there came the creatures that walked on legs – 2 legs, 
4 legs, 6 or 8 or more legs.  

Lay the plaques or pictures on 
the Earth. Move your hand over 
the Earth.                            Say:  

 

‘The Earth is rich and full and beautiful. The land, plants, creatures in the 
sea, the air and on the land grow and change. 

Pause.                                 Say: ‘But now come some things that go bump in the night that can hurt our 
fragile and beautiful home.’ 

Bring forward your three closed 
and lidded boxes. Put them 
beside you.  

 



 

Take up the box with ‘war’ inside 
it. Open it. Quickly, dramatically, 
pull out the red and yellow strips 
of satin. Swirl the strips anyhow 
over the Earth.                    Say: 
Pause. 

 

 

‘This ‘bump in the night’ is war and war hurts the earth and us.’ 

Take up the box with ground 
pollution inside it. Open it. 
Slowly, take out a handful of the 
hole punch dots.  Sprinkle them 
anyhow over the Earth.      Say: 
Pause. 

 

 

‘This ‘bump in the night’ is the chemicals and plastic that gets put on the 
land or into the streams, rivers, lakes and seas. These hurt the Earth and 
us.’ 

Take up the box with air 
pollution inside it. Open it. 
Slowly, pull out the grey strips of 
satin.  Swirl the strips anyhow 
over the Earth.                    Say:  
Pause.                                  

 

 

‘‘This ‘bump in the night’ is the pollution of the air of the Earth that comes 
from cars and airplanes. These hurt the Earth and us.’ 

 Now start to lay down the 
figures around the outside edge 
of the Earth                                        

                                            Say: 

 

 

‘But , do you know, all around the Earth lots of children, women and men 
are joining together to do all sorts of things to stop the things that go bump 
in the night. They are sometimes brave, sometimes scared and sometimes 
naughty but they will do their best to make the things that go bump in the 
night go away.’ 

Pause. Now ask these 
wondering questions one at a 
time.  Leave time for people to 
answer if they wish. Don’t worry 
if few people speak. Repeat a 
question if it seems appropriate. 
Acknowledge responses without 
comment – just say thank you. 

 

‘I wonder which part of this story you like the best.’ 

‘I wonder which part of this story you think is most important.’ 

‘I wonder if there is any part of this story that you are in or is in you.’ 

‘I wonder if there is any part of this story you could leave out and still have 
all the story that you need.’ 

When you judge that everybody 
has spoken who wishes to invite 
everybody to use the arts and 
creative materials around the 
room in whatever way they 
choose – it might be to do with 
the story directly and it might 
not. The story equipment can 
also be used. 

 

When you judge that all or most 
people have finished bring the 
session to a close by bringing 
everybody together for a short 
period of worship. 

You could have drinks and 
some food to share. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


